
Before my wife and I purchased our home, we could see that there had been water damage. We didn’t think 
much about it; obviously something had gone wrong but had been � xed. We � nalised the transaction on our 
home on December 31st. Five days later, during a winter storm and before we could even get moved in, a pipe 
froze, then broke and water � ooded our basement.

A plumber came over to inspect the damage. He looked at the area in the basement where the pipe had burst 
but I watched him with special interest as he began inspecting other parts of the house – even the top � oor – 
looking for damage.

I learned all too quickly that this plumber had an agenda: to get as much money out of the insurance company 
as possible. He pointed out the previous water damage that my wife and I knew existed before we bought the 
house. He told us that he would tell the insurance adjuster that this was new damage and that he could get 
the insurance company to pay for new � xtures and paint in other parts of the house.

This plumber’s proposition was deceptive and wrong, BUT – it got me thinking. I thought about a new bathtub 
in the master bathroom. I thought about new paint. I thought about the plumber’s words to us, ‘Don’t you know 
how much you pay into insurance year after year and never get any of it back? It’s time to collect; it’s time for 
the insurance company to take care of you!’ Yes, I thought, it IS time that the insurance company takes care of us!

The most concerning thing to me after spending about 24 hours thinking about it and 
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struggling with the decision was that I had spent 24 hours thinking about it and struggling with the decision. 
I realised that because I was taking so long with the decision and because I was struggling with it that a weak 
area had been exposed in me. My indecisiveness in what should have been a clear-cut decision was evidence 
to me of a weakness. I was actually considering lying to the insurance company in order to get them to pay for 
things that they really weren’t responsible for.

That’s the interesting thing about temptation; it does expose your weak areas. In Luke chapter 4 when the devil 
was tempting Jesus, the very fi rst thing he tried was to hit the Son of God where he felt certain He might be 
weak. After all, Jesus hadn’t eaten in 40 days and the devil knew He must be hungry. If Jesus was hungry, the 
devil fi gured, he could try the ‘Stone into Bread’ temptation in order to get Jesus to take things into His own 
hands and thereby meet His own needs. Thankfully, Jesus showed us that we don’t need to surrender to the 
temptations that hit our weak areas because God is suffi cient for us.

What enticing situations are being thrown your way that you’re thinking too long and too hard about? What 
weak areas are being exposed to you? Remember that Jesus is our example for what to do when temptation 
comes: look to God and God alone to provide for you in your weakness. Trust Him to give you the strength to 
make right choices and decisions in less than 24 hours; yes, even in less than 24 seconds. Oh, and don’t 
forget, when it’s necessary, fi re the plumber.

David Gallagher - Open Arms International - www.openarmsinternational.com
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Use The Word! 
‘THE WORD OF GOD IS FULL OF LIVING POWER …’

 HEBREWS 4:12 NLT.

How did Jesus deal with temptation? By quoting God’s Word! Amazing! He had the 
power to turn water into wine and open blinded eyes, yet when He faced the tempter, 
He quoted Scripture. Why? To show you how to deal with temptation!
Listen again, “The Word of God is full of living power …“ (Hebrews 4:12 NLT). Do you 
really believe that? If you do, the next time you fi nd yourself struggling, you’ll reach for 
it. That means you must fi rst get it into your heart, otherwise it won’t be there when 
you need it. Do these three things if you want to live victoriously today.
1) Speak the Word out loud! There’s power in the Scriptures. Jesus said, ‘The words 
that I speak to you, they are spirit and they are life’ (John 6:63). Note, it’s the Word 
which He personally speaks to you that brings life. His Word is creative; it changes 
things; ‘God said, Let there be … and there was …’ (Genesis 1:3). That’s still how it 
works!
2) Personalise the Word! Put yourself into the verse. When you are tempted to lie or 
exaggerate say, ‘I will not lie, for I have laid aside my old self with all its evil practices 
and put on the new self’ (see Colossians 3:9-10 NIV). When you are sick, rise up and 
say, “Lord, by Your stripes I am healed’ (1 Peter 2:24). Personalise it!
3) Pray the Word! Say, ‘Father You said …’ That gets God’s attention every time. Why? 
Because God’s Word is His bond! He says, ‘I am watching over My Word to perform it’ 
(Jeremiah 1:12 NAS). If you want things in your life to change, begin to use the Word!

Are You Drifting Or 
Purpose-Driven? 

‘…CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE’
 ROMANS 8:28.

Purpose-driven people will always leave their safety zone and go where others won’t. 
Things that cause the fearful to break down only cause them to break through; and 
even break records. Look at Abraham when he was 100 (Romans 4:18)!
Purpose-driven people walk alone because they see what others don’t! Look at Elijah; 
one man against 850 prophets (1 Kings 18). But through God he prevailed! When 
David killed Goliath, everybody wanted to be his friend; but when he had gone out to 
face the giant he went alone (1 Samuel 17). So what’s new?
Purpose-driven people know how to deal with temptation! Joseph faced more 
temptation in a palace than ever he did in prison. It was only when David left the 
battlefi eld that he got into trouble with Bathsheba (see 1 Corinthian 10:11-13). Do 
you know the time and area of your greatest vulnerability?
Purpose-driven people ‘never arrive’! They know that satisfaction is the enemy of 
success. To those who said, ‘I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing,’ God replied, ‘I will spew thee out of my mouth’ (Revelation 3: 16:17). Never 
stop learning! Never stop growing! Never stop reaching!
Clinton Utterbach has a wonderful sign in his offi ce, which reads;  “Those who walk 
with God always reach their destination! That just about says it all, doesn’t it?

I thank You, Lord, 
for Your Word. I 

thank You for the 
Scriptures within 

it that can help 
me overcome the 

enemy.  I pray, Lord, 
that Your Word 

would fi ll my heart 
and mind, and I 

would fi nd my mind 
pre-occupied with 

Scriptures that 
build me up, rather 

than thoughts 
planted by satan 

that are designed to 
bring me down, in 

Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Purpose-driven people know how to deal with temptation! Joseph faced more 
temptation in a palace than ever he did in prison. It was only when David left the 
battlefi eld that he got into trouble with Bathsheba (see 1 Corinthian 10:11-13). Do 
you know the time and area of your greatest vulnerability?
Purpose-driven people ‘never arrive’! They know that satisfaction is the enemy of 
success. To those who said, ‘I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing,’ God replied, ‘I will spew thee out of my mouth’ (Revelation 3: 16:17). Never 
stop learning! Never stop growing! Never stop reaching!
Clinton Utterbach has a wonderful sign in his offi ce, which reads;  “Those who walk 
with God always reach their destination! That just about says it all, doesn’t it?
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Bible Fortifiers
‘… HE IS ABLE TO HELP THOSE WHO ARE BEING TEMPTED’

HEBREWS 2:18.

God’s love for you is rivalled only by satan’s hatred. The devil knows you have the 
potential to fulfi l the words, ‘Thy kingdom come. They will be done in Earth, as it is 
in Heaven’ (Matthew 6:10). He’s out to stop that at any cost.  One of his greatest 
weapons against you is temptation. 
If you are facing it today, here are some Scriptures to help you stand. They’re Bible 
fortifi ers – use them!  a) ‘God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond 
what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so you 
can stand up under it’ (1 Corinthians 10:13) b) ‘I have given you authority … to 
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you’ (Luke 10:19) c) ‘The 
God of peace will soon crush satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord be with 
you’ (Romans 16:20) d) ‘Put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground’ (Ephesians 6:13) e) ‘So do not fear, 
for I am with you; do not be dismayed for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you with My righteous hand.’ (Isaiah 41:10) f) we have Jesus, ‘Who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are – yet without sin. Let us then approach the 
throne of grace with confi dence, so that we may receive mercy and fi nd grace to help 
us in our times of need’ (Hebrews 4:15-16). 
The way to handle the wolf is to stay close to the Shepherd. Just run to His arms 
today; He’ll shelter you and strengthen you.

Look Out For The Amalekites 
‘THE LORD WILL BE AT WAR AGAINST THE AMALEKITES FROM 

GENERATION TO GENERATON’  EXODUS 17:16.

From the moment Israel entered the Promised Land, the Amalekites kept attacking 
them and having to be defeated. That’s why God declared war on them, ‘from 
generation to generation.’ 
There’s a lesson here for you. The Devil isn’t going to send you a ‘congratulatory 
telegram’ because you’ve decided to serve the Lord. No, every chance he gets he’s 
going to attack: a) your wounded areas b) your vulnerable areas c) your unfocused 
areas. The greatest weapon he has against you - is you! Listen: ‘For we naturally love 
to do … the opposite of the things that the Holy Spirit tells us to do …two forces 
within us are constantly fi ghting each other to win control over us and our wishes are 
never free from their pressures’ (Galatians 5:17 TLB). 
One day, a hunter came across a bear in the woods. ‘I want a full stomach,’ said 
the bear. ‘I want a fur coat,’ said the hunter. ‘Let’s compromise,’ suggested the bear 
– and promptly ate the man. As a result, the bear went away with a full stomach 
and the man went away wrapped in fur. The lesson is clear – when you compromise 
with the enemy, you lose! God says, ‘…I have set before you life and death … Now 
choose life, so that you … may live’ (Deuteronomy 30:19 NIV). 
God has declared war on anything that keeps you from walking in His blessing. There 
can be no half-measures. Unless the Amalekites in your life are thoroughly defeated, 
they’ll keep coming back.
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Lord, I declare that 
satan is my enemy 
and not my friend.  
I also declare that 

You are for me and 
not against me.  I 
thank you, God, 

that Your desire is 
to lift me up and 

bless me in all 
aspects of my life.  
I know, God, that 

Your Word is full of 
Scriptures to 

encourage me, to 
inspire me and to 
set me free from 
every plan of the 

enemy.  Thank you, 
God, for caring 

so much for me.  
Amen.
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reasons
why you need Jesus

Jesus loves you! He desires to have a relationship with you, and 
to give you a life full of joy and purpose. Why do you need Him 
in your life?

1Because you have a past
You can’t go back, but He can. The Bible says,  

‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever’  
(Hebrews 13:8). He can walk into those places of sin and  
failure, wipe the slate clean and give you a new beginning.

2 Because you need a friend
Jesus knows the worst about you, yet He believes  

the best. Why? Because He sees you not as you are, but 
as you will be when He gets through with you. What a friend!

3 Because He holds the future
Who else are you going to trust? In His hands you are  

safe and secure – today, tomorrow, and for eternity. His Word says,  
‘For I know the plans I have for you…plans for good and not for evil,  
to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you 
pray I will listen’ (Jeremiah 29:11–13 TLB).

If you’d like to begin a personal relationship with Jesus today, please pray 
this prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ,
I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life. I ask your forgiveness and now turn 
from everything which I know is wrong. Thank you for dying on the cross for me to set me 
free from my sins. Please come into my life and fill me with your Holy Spirit and be with 
me forever. Thank you Lord Jesus, Amen.

If you have made this commitment and would like to make contact with a local Christian 
(UK and Republic of Ireland only), or if you do not feel ready to make this decision and 
would like further help from a local Christian, please write giving your full name, address 
and age group to:

3 Reasons, FREEPOST WC2947, South Croydon, CR2 8UZ
No one will contact you unless you specifically request it.

Please visit ucb.co.uk/3reasons to download this advert for a friend.
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