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He Became One Of  Us
‘...THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND LIVED AMONG US …’

JOHN 1:14. NRS

Henri Nouwen says, ‘Community is the place where the person you least want to live 
with, always lives.’ Here’s one woman’s story: ‘As a sociology student, one of my class 
assignments was to smile at people and then document their reactions. That weekend 
my husband and I went out for breakfast and were in line waiting to be served. 
Suddenly everybody around me began to back away – even my husband! As I turned to 
investigate, a body odour enveloped me and I encountered a homeless man, his blue 
eyes searching mine for acceptance. Because he’d come inside to get warm he had 
to buy something, so he ordered coffee. It was all he could afford. Then I noticed other 
people watching my reaction. I thought, “What now, Lord?” So I smiled and ordered 
him a sandwich. As he thanked me and squeezed my hand, I realised I was learning an 
important lesson. By sharing what I had with this man, I was practicing unconditional 
love and acceptance.’ God says, ‘Suppose a brother…is without clothes and…food. If 
one of you says…“I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing…what 
good is it?…faith not accompanied by action, is dead’ (James 2:15-17 NIV). 
When are church folk going to learn that true holiness doesn’t isolate you from a hurting 
world, it insulates you, enabling you to mix freely with them and become a solution to 
their problem. Could that be what John meant when he said, ‘the Word became fl esh and 
lived among us…’

What Do You Have?
‘IT IS GOD WHO WORKS IN YOU …’

PHILIPPIANS 2:13. NIV

If you don’t have what you need to accomplish your dream, you may have the wrong 
dream or the wrong plan! Jesus turned a boy’s lunch into a banquet for 5,000. That boy 
was in their midst; all the disciples had to do was fi nd him. Don’t allow your ego to make 
you think all the answers must come through you, otherwise you’ll limit God. Just look for 
the ‘little’ that’s around or within you, then put it to work! Jesus didn’t turn the loaves 
and fi sh into a mountain of bread. No, He involves us in the process. Imagine seeing 
what’s in your hand multiply each time you give it away. 
God still works that way! In 2 Kings 4, a minister’s wife was in trouble. The breadwinner 
had died, the bills had piled up, and the creditors were taking her two sons to work off 
the debt. When she turned to Elisha he asked, ‘What do you have?’ God always asks us 
that! She answered, ‘Just a little pot of oil.’ He replied, ‘Go borrow all the empty pots in 
town and start pouring oil into them; then sell the oil, pay off your debts, and live off the 
rest’ [Paraphrase: 2 Kings 4:1-7]. 
With God you always have enough to create what you need! God can do ‘…
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us’ (Ephesians 3:20 NIV). Start acknowledging what God has placed within you. 
Your resources are in your gifting, your tenacity, your relationships and your connection 
to Christ! 
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Lord, I know You 
know everything I 
have gone through 
and will go through. 

You, more than 
anyone, can touch the 

pain and despair I 
sometimes feel in my 
life.  When times are 
good Lord, never let 
me forget that I can 

be Jesus to someone, 
bringing Your grace 

and mercy to bear on 
any circumstance or 
situation.  Never let 

me overlook anyone 
in a situation I can fix. 
I will be a blessing in 

Jesus’ name.
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Christians will often happily mortgage themselves in the belief that somehow this is the 
right thing to do and then believe, if things should go wrong, that God would immediately 

intervene and bring fi nancial salvation. They are unhappy when He does not do this.

However, none of us are immune from fi nancial crises, which may include loss of employment, redun-
dancies, mounting debt and potential business ruin. All of these may cause panic in the heart of an 
individual and bring fear to a family. Yet the Lord says in Isaiah 41:10 ‘So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your God...’ (NIV)

It’s what happens next that is important to bringing God into the situation. Financial crisis may not 
always be our fault but many a time we have been instrumental in bringing about a crisis by stretching 
ourselves too far. We justify our behaviour but when everything goes wrong we blame everyone else for 
the crisis except ourselves. When this does not work, we may blame God and satan is gleeful. So what is 
there to do?

The fi rst thing to do, whether as an individual or family, is to face reality before God. Pray to Him, tell 
Him of the mistakes, ask for His mercy and listen to His directions. Immediately take steps to repent 

Face it 
to fi x it
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from your recent way of life. Above all now is the time to believe in the promises of God for in John 10:10 
Jesus says ‘The thief (satan) comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.’ (NIV)
So be prepared to tear up a credit card, tighten the belt and get down to organising a budget. Seek help 
of your trusted brothers and sisters, your pastor or church members and be prepared for the Lord to 
hammer you out on the anvil. Jesus said this in John 10:27, ‘My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, 
and they follow me.’ (NIV)  To listen, rather than pray for money to fall through the letterbox, is sensible. 
Not only would such a prayer be insulting to God but, sadly, it will never be answered. 

Then, slowly but surely, like an adult leading a repentant recalcitrant child, not only will we be put back 
on the ‘track of stability’ but also we will have learned that seeking the world does no one any favours. 
On the other hand, seeking God is the ultimate reward for faith because He promises much to us if we 
do not live in debt and be generous to others. Luke 6:38 says, ‘Give and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap...’ (NIV)

Take heart, for God knows our weaknesses but wants us to include Him in every aspect of our fi nances so 
that we may have this measure.  If we fall, He is faithful enough to lift us up.

Chris Grummitt
Good News Travelling Fast Company. 29
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Buried Treasure  
‘...WE HAVE THIS TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS, SO THAT…

THE POWER WILL BE OF GOD …NOT…OURSELVES’ 
2 CORINTHIANS 4:7. NAS

God has given each of us a talent that He wants to use for His purposes. It may 
be lying dormant under layers of failure, fear and low self-esteem. You may be 
aware of your talent, yet not know how to put it to work. Maybe you have been going 
from place to place or relationship to relationship hoping to fi nd someone who will 
acknowledge it and draw it out. 
If so, listen: ‘We have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that…the power may be 
of God and not …ourselves.’ Only the One who placed your talent within you, knows 
where it is hidden and how to release it. Delayed destiny is the devil’s delight. By 
not allowing God to develop your talent, you end up frustrated, living far below your 
potential, making poor decisions. 
The fact is; you have so much treasure buried within you that the enemy is out 
to steal it. You never have to wonder about his motive. Jesus says he ‘… comes 
only to steal …’ (John 10:10 NIV). Now, you do not rob somebody unless they have 
something worth taking, right? Your talent may be raw and undeveloped or buried 
under years of self-doubt, unconfessed sin, bad habits, regret and despair. But God 
can take something that looks like nothing and create something wonderful with it.
Just think, He made the Earth from nothing so imagine what He can do when He 
has something to start with! Today begin to pray ‘Father, help me to recognise 
and release the talents You have placed within me, and begin using them for Your 
glory.’

The Provision Of  The Test 
‘ABRAHAM LOOKED UP AND…SAW A RAM…’

 GENESIS 22:13. NIV

What’s really great about God is that He always has a plan, always! While Abraham was 
climbing one side of the mountain, the ram was climbing the other! That’s how it is with 
God’s provision; you can’t always see it coming and you don’t necessarily understand 
how He’s going to do it but each step brings you closer to the blessing He’s assigned to 
you. When you get to where God wants you to be, your answer will be waiting.
Today, the enemy’s like General Custer, he’s taking his last stand! Don’t let him see you 
sweat! God knows what you’re going through and He’s already prepared an exit strategy! 
He’s made provision for every struggle, every test and every problem. Just look up and 
you’ll see it! 
Listen: ‘Abraham looked up and…saw a ram caught by its horns. He…took the ram, 
and sacrifi ced it…instead of his son’ (Genesis 22:13 NIV). What’s really interesting 
here is that rams don’t normally climb that high. However, when God’s promised you 
something, if He has to, He’ll break every rule in the book to get it to you. When you obey 
Him, He promises to, ‘…open (you) the windows of Heaven…’ and pour His blessings 
into your life. (See Malachi 3:10). Not only was the ram in the right place at the right 
time, it was also ‘caught’ there. God will hold your provision in place until you arrive. 
He’ll tie you to a blessing that nobody can take from you, because He’s Jehovah-Jireh, 
your Provider!

Lord, I pray You 
dig through my 

character and mine 
for hidden treasure 
in me.  Treasure that 
leaves a legacy, the 
treasure of servant 
hood, the treasure 

of selfl ess giving, the 
treasure of humility 
and the treasure of 
forgiveness.  When 
You dig Lord, help 

me also learn more 
of You, help me to 

know You will always 
be there, taking care 
of me,  providing for 

every need.  
In Jesus’ name.

ucb.co.uk/wft today.
He’s made provision for every struggle, every test and every problem. Just look up and 
you’ll see it! 
Listen: ‘Abraham looked up and…saw a ram caught by its horns. He…took the ram, 
and sacrifi ced it…instead of his son’ (Genesis 22:13 NIV). What’s really interesting 
here is that rams don’t normally climb that high. However, when God’s promised you 
something, if He has to, He’ll break every rule in the book to get it to you. When you obey 
Him, He promises to, ‘…open (you) the windows of Heaven…’ and pour His blessings 
into your life. (See Malachi 3:10). Not only was the ram in the right place at the right 
time, it was also ‘caught’ there. God will hold your provision in place until you arrive. 
He’ll tie you to a blessing that nobody can take from you, because He’s Jehovah-Jireh, 
your Provider!
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The High Cost Of  Getting Even
‘FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE ALSO HAVE FORGIVEN OUR 

DEBTORS’  MATTHEW 6:12. NIV

Does someone owe you an apology, an explanation, a thank you or a second chance? 
What are you going to do about it? Hold on to resentment? Talk to others about it? 
Get even? Picture this: a big grizzly bear feeding alone on some discarded food. No 
other creature dares come close. But after a few moments, a skunk walks over and 
takes his place next to him and the grizzly doesn’t object. Why? Because he knows 
the high cost of getting even! 
You’d be smart to learn the same lesson. Ever notice in western movies that bounty 
hunters travel alone? Who wants to hang out with a guy who settles scores for a 
living? Or risk getting on his bad side and catching a stray bullet? No, debt-settling 
is a lonely occupation. We describe those who bother us as ‘a pain in the neck’. Yes, 
but whose neck? Not theirs. We’re the ones who suffer! If you’re out to settle a score 
you’ll never rest. How can you? Your enemy may never pay up. As much as you think 
you deserve an apology, they may not agree. You may never get a penny’s worth of 
justice and, if you do, will it be enough? 
What’s the answer? ‘Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.’ 
Would you like some peace? Then stop giving others such hassle. Want to enjoy 
God’s generosity? Then let others enjoy yours. Would you like the assurance that God 
forgives you? Then you know what to do, don’t you?

Who Packed Your Parachute? 
‘DO NOT WITHHOLD GOOD FROM THOSE WHO DESERVE IT…’

PROVERBS 3:27. NIV

Charles Plumb was a US Navy pilot in Vietnam. After 75 missions his plane was 
destroyed and he parachuted into enemy territory. He survived six years in a 
Communist prison. Now he lectures on his experiences. One day, a man came up 
to him and said, ‘You’re Plumb! You fl ew jet fi ghters from the aircraft carrier Kitty 
Hawk. You were shot down!’ Plumb replied, ‘How in the world did you know that?’ 
Smiling, the man said, ‘I packed your parachute. I guess it worked!’ 
That night Plumb couldn’t sleep. He said, ‘I kept wondering what that man might 
have looked like in uniform. How many times I’d walked past him without speaking, 
because I was a fi ghter pilot and he was just a sailor. I thought of the hours he’d 
spent in the bowels of the ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and folding the silks 
of each parachute, holding in his hands the fate of someone he didn’t even know.’ 
So, who packed your parachute? Who helped you to get to where you are? Put their 
all on the line for you? 
Paul looks back and recalls people most of us have never heard of; like Priscilla and 
Aquila, ‘... who for my sake risked their necks’ (Romans 16:4 NAS). There are 
no ‘self-made’ people. The higher you go the more dependent you become on 
others. George Matthew Adams says, ‘Everyone who has ever done a kind deed 
or spoken a word of encouragement...has entered into the make-up of our 
character...our thoughts...our success.’ So, who packed your parachute? 
Be sure to show your appreciation!
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Lord, teach me Your 
ways, help me not to 
waste so much time, 
energy and effort for 
a moment of shallow 
satisfaction in an act 
of revenge.  Show me 

Lord the beauty of 
forgiveness and the 

majesty of grace.  
Help me to 

remember the 
people over the 
years that have 

helped me not hated 
me, remind me of 
the ones that have 

unconditionally 
blessed me, even 

when I didn’t 
deserve it – for those 

Lord I thank You.
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for great teaching, worship and 
programmes for the whole family.

And so much more…

Sky channel 586 or online 
at ucbmedia.co.uk/tv The UCB TV Team

TVA5.indd   1 12/3/09   12:01:51



reasons
why you need Jesus

Jesus loves you! He desires to have a relationship with you, and 
to give you a life full of joy and purpose. Why do you need Him 
in your life?

1Because you have a past
You can’t go back, but He can. The Bible says,  

‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever’  
(Hebrews 13:8). He can walk into those places of sin and  
failure, wipe the slate clean and give you a new beginning.

2 Because you need a friend
Jesus knows the worst about you, yet He believes  

the best. Why? Because He sees you not as you are, but 
as you will be when He gets through with you. What a friend!

3 Because He holds the future
Who else are you going to trust? In His hands you are  

safe and secure – today, tomorrow, and for eternity. His Word says,  
‘For I know the plans I have for you…plans for good and not for evil,  
to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you 
pray I will listen’ (Jeremiah 29:11–13 TLB).

If you’d like to begin a personal relationship with Jesus today, please pray 
this prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ,
I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life. I ask your forgiveness and now turn 
from everything which I know is wrong. Thank you for dying on the cross for me to set me 
free from my sins. Please come into my life and fill me with your Holy Spirit and be with 
me forever. Thank you Lord Jesus, Amen.

If you have made this commitment and would like to make contact with a local Christian 
(UK and Republic of Ireland only), or if you do not feel ready to make this decision and 
would like further help from a local Christian, please write giving your full name, address 
and age group to:

3 Reasons, FREEPOST WC2947, South Croydon, CR2 8UZ
No one will contact you unless you specifically request it.

Please visit ucb.co.uk/3reasons to download this advert for a friend.
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