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Let me live life Lord
with a perspective
of building people
up not pulling them
down, let me be an
encourager and not
a discourager. Help
me, Lord, to always
think the best of
people rather
than jumping
to a negative
assumption. Help
me maintain a life
of serving You Lord,
so that my ego is
not fed to the point
where | cannot see
life beyond my own
demands. InJesus’
Name, Amen.
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‘MASTERS..NO ABUSE, PLEASE..”

Ever take advantage of those under your leadership? There is no place in God’s
kingdom for the domineering, the egocentric or those motivated by anger toward
any individual or group, at any time, under any circumstance! Learn from Pharaoh;
when a child of God is abused, the Lord will hear their cry, intervene on their behalf
and the offender will pay a high price. To be a good leader, you must first learn

to be a good follower. Only then will you understand the challenges of serving
someone else ‘as unto the Lord.’

If you practise doing that when you're at the bottom, you'll have no trouble doing it
when you reach the top. And that’s important, for as a leader you must be able to
hear, submit to, and obey the leadings of the Holy Spirit.

Joshua was a great leader because he was first a faithful servant of Moses. He
remembered the difficulties of submitting to a flawed human being when he
himself became a leader. Any time you forget what it's like to walk in the shoes

of those who serve under you, you can easily become insensitive to their needs

and abuse your power. For God to trust you with a position of authority, you must
first prove to Him that you can control your need for recognition. God-appointed
leaders are servant-leaders. They never lead by threat or force. They lead through a
compelling combination of love, vision and righteousness. Still think you're called
to lead?

‘SO JOSHUA DID AS MOSES HAD SAID TO HIM ...

Joshua served Moses but looked only to God for his reward. Your boss may sign
your cheque but he doesn’t determine your future; the Lord does that! If you really
believe that, no job God gives you will ever be beneath you! When you pray ‘God,
use me,” He'll ask you to serve someone else. If you make the mistake of looking

to that person for your reward and it doesn’t come, you'll feel used and resentful.
It's God who sets the rules for you. He's the one who requires you to honour Him on
the job by performing with submission and excellence. He's the one who calls you
to the highest standards of behaviour. He's the one who says it’s not OK to use the
company phone to call your grandma in Chicago and pretend she’s a client; or take
90 minutes for lunch, and say you were gone for only 30!

Listen, ‘Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he
receive of the Lord...” (Ephesians 6:8). God balances the scales and rewards us
according to our service; not what others think we're worth. Stop striving and get
back to serving! Listen, ‘God is not unjust; He will not forget your work...’
(Hebrews 6:10 NIV). Be encouraged; God records and God rewards; that should be
enough for you!



‘. THINK ABOUT ALL YOU CAN PRAISE GOD FOR AND BE GLAD
ABOUT’

When Mother Teresa was asked what it took to work in the grimy streets of Calcutta,
she replied, ‘Hard work, and a joyful attitude!” She’s right! And the second is harder
to find than the first. To be happy, you've got to learn how to rise above the ‘if onlys.’
If only I'd more money; if only I'd more talent; if only | was better looking.

Money never made anybody more generous, talent never made anybody more
grateful and looks never made anybody more fulfilled. Settle it once and for all;
things don't bring joy! The happiest people are not the richest, the most beautiful
or the most talented. Instead of depending on externals for excitement, they enjoy
the simple things in life. They don’t waste time thinking that other pastures are
greener. They don’t yearn for yesterday or tomorrow. They savour the moment, glad
to be alive, enjoying their work, their family and the blessings God has already
given them. Their eyes always look upward and outward. They're aware and
compassionate. They're adaptable. They bend with the wind, adjust to change, enjoy
the contests of life and try to walk in God’s purpose for them as individuals.

Paul was one of those people. That’s why he could write letters filled with joy from
the most miserable prisons in Europe, while waiting to be executed. How come?
Because he realised that unlike your newspaper, which is delivered to you every
morning, joy is a garment you have to put on! (Isaiah 61:3). Got yours on today?

STAYING WITH IT - THAT’S WHAT GOD REQUIRES. STAY WITH IT TO
THE END. YOU WON’T BE SORRY’

Abraham Lincoln said, ‘Success is going from failure to failure, without losing your
enthusiasm.” Elbert Hubbard wrote, ‘There is no defeat, except in no longer trying;
no really insurmountable barrier, save our own inherent weakness of purpose.’
Charles Lindbergh said, ‘Success is not measured by what a man accomplishes,
but by the opposition he encountered and the courage he maintained in his struggle
against it

The University of Chicago conducted a five-year survey of the 20 top performers

in various fields, including musicians, athletes, sculptors, mathematicians,
physicians, actors, artists, scholars and chief executives. They also interviewed the
families and teachers of these celebrated high achievers to find out how they did
it. What they discovered was that drive and determination, not talent, led to their
success! Imagine that! Just plain old stick-to-it-iveness! Anybody who ever did
anything worthwhile had it.

The Master Teacher Himself gave us the formula in these words, ‘Staying with it -
that's what God requires. Stay with it to the end. You won't be sorry’

(Matthew 24:13 TM).
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Lord, let my outlook
be filled with joy,
that I might see life
through the lens of
the beauty of your
creation. Help me
stop each day just
for amoment to take
in the great things
about each day.
Let my enthusiasm
for life overpower
the difficulties |
sometimes face,
solcanliftup
Your name in any
situation and have
the drive and
determination to
reach the next great
day. Amen.
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Acts 6:1-7: In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being
overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together
and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to
wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the
Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to
prayer and the ministry of the word.” ...So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in
Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.

As the number of disciples increased, the Apostles found it increasingly more difficult to ‘wait on tables’ and do
‘the ministry of the Word'. Therefore, they asked the disciples to select seven men from among them who were, ‘full
of the Spirit and wisdom’, to take on the responsibility of waiting on tables (including the daily distribution of food)
so releasing the Apostles to give their attention to prayer and the ministry of the Word. Once chosen, the Apostles
prayed and laid their hands on them. The Word of God spread. The number of disciples (in Jerusalem) increased
rapidly including many (Judaic) priests who converted to Christianity.

Let's ask Jesus: ‘Am I serving You, or am | merely serving the work? Is my ministry truly unto you Lord, or is it only
ministry to your House?’ If we are pouring with sweat all the time, it's safe to conclude that it is the House we are
serving, not the Lord. If all our busyness is related to human need, we should know that we are serving men, not
God. God wants something beyond that. It is true that we need labourers in the harvest and, sadly,
they are few. However, we also need leaders to keep the work progressing.The Lord
cannot secure everyone for service to Himself, for many of His own are



reluctant to leave the thrill and excitement of the outer court. They are bent on serving the people. But what about
us, those who are called to lead the work? Can we say to the Lord, ‘I am willing to forsake things, | am willing

to forsake the work, | am willing to forsake the outer court and serve You in the inner sanctuary.” It is in the Holy
Place that God wants to preserve a place utterly set apart for Him and it is in this place that intimacy with God
will edify the leaders to be able to sustain growth and see the work progress. The work of God is God's own work,
and not work that we can take up at our pleasure. Serving the Lord does not mean that we do not serve people,
but it does mean that all service to people has service to the Lord as its basis.

As the number of disciples increased so too did the physical ministry to feed them. This meant that the Apostles
were drawn-away from their first call to ‘make disciples’. They needed help with the ‘daily distribution of food’
to allow them to get back to prayer and the word. Seven men (the full compliment, i.e. the required number)
were chosen. Full of wisdom and God's Spirit, these men were able to perform their practical duties and do their
practical ministry according to God's will and for His glory. Choosing the wrong people will lead to problems!

The Apostles were now free to fulfil their calling and the number of disciples ‘increased rapidly’. Many came to
faith in Christ.

We see the importance of being obedient to our call and not being drawn into other ministries which, although
important, are not our responsibility. Doing what we shouldn’t brings ‘complaining” and grumbling in those we
serve. Doing what we should brings fruitful ‘increase’ for God’s glory.

Lord Jesus, keep us focused on fulfilling our calling so that we can produce fruit for Your glory. Amen

Peter Stanway The Way Ministries - www.thewaycm.com
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Give me the strength
Lord to take time
off without feeling
guilty and without
agreeing to fill that
space to the point
where | feel more
drained thanwhen |
began. Help me Lord
use thattime to rest,
reflectand connect
with You. Evenin
my work time Lord,
help me wake in the
mornings, so that
the peace that | gain
there, would have

dominion over the
tough parts of the
day. Amen.

‘AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY GOD ENDED HIS WORK...AND HE
RESTED’

Are you having trouble keeping up the pace? Is the strain showing up in your family,
your health and your attitude? Do you feel guilty and unproductive when you try to
relax? If so, here are a few things you need to consider today:

1) Take time out when you need it. Refuse to be intimidated by the opinions of
others. People have a tendency to think they know what'’s best for you. They don't;
only you know when you need a break!

2) If your loved ones have to choose between having less or having you; they'll
always choose you. The trouble is we don’t give them a choice. Look out. Your
lifestyle is your child’s blueprint. If you neglect them now, don’t be upset when they
neglect you later because they're climbing the same ladder.

3) Don’t use work as a narcotic. Workaholism, like any other addiction, only masks
the real problem. There's emptiness inside you that only God can fill. And He will, if
you let Him!

4) Effort without reward eventually destroys motivation. Whether it's you, your
children or your employees, everybody needs time to recharge their batteries. If you
work hard, play hard. The truth is rest time is the best time to assess your life, your
dreams, your heartaches and your faith. The power of rest is what allows you to
enjoy the journey and not just the destination.

‘O GOD, THOU ART MY GOD; EARLY WILL I SEEK THEE’

How’s your schedule these days? Do you crawl out of bed, shower, dress, gulp down
your coffee and dash out the door? Have you just enough time to make breakfast,
pack the kids’ lunches and get them off to school? At the end of the day, are you
drained and exhausted? Want a suggestion that’s guaranteed to make things
better? Become an early riser! That’s right; spending time with God before your
day starts, is an incredible way to energise yourself. Some of the world’s most
successful people have done it.

Isaiah writes, ‘My soul yearns for you at night; in the morning my spirit longs for
you..." (Isaiah 26:9 NIV). David said, ‘...early will | seek thee...” (Psalm 63:1). Look
at the life of Christ: ‘Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up...
and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed’ (Mark 1:35 NIV).

If you want to enjoy that kind of communion, you'll have to exercise that kind of
control. That means you’ll have to turn off the TV, get to bed earlier and rise earlier.
But if you do, it'll be one of the most rewarding changes you'll ever make. Here are
three things that will happen:

1) You'll experience a greater sense of peace because now you're no longer relying
solely on your own resources. 2) Because you've opened yourself to God at the
beginning of the day, you’ll sense His guidance through it. 3) As you communicate
with Him, you’'ll be instructed, empowered, refreshed and more successful at
whatever you do!
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AND AS THY DAYS, SO SHALL THY STRENGTH BE’ SERIES

Have the daily pressures in life built to where you feel as if someone is constantly ,pr_ a\/ﬁ F
pointing a gun at your head, saying, ‘Get this done or else’? Have you concluded " ni
that that’s just how life is supposed to be? But is it? No! Your best work will be done P ol

when you're relaxed, not frazzled. Your best decisions will be made when you're at

peace, not stressed out. It doesn't help when you a) force yourself to go faster b) to Lord I call on You
be somewhere else ¢) to be something you're not. Actually, it hurts.

‘What’s the answer?’ you ask. Put down the gun! The job will get done, one bit at a
time and your stress levels will subside too. When you decide to live this way, two
wonderful things will happen. First, you'll enjoy whatever you're doing - even if it's
just washing dishes or cleaning out a toilet - because now you're focused rather
than distracted. Any moment you don’t experience is a piece of your life you're
throwing away. Don’t do that! Stop and tell yourself, ‘I'm exactly where | need to be,
doing what I'm supposed to be doing, so the smart thing is to enjoy it and be as
creative as | can in the process’.

Second, by being present in what you're doing, your productivity will increase

and you'll accomplish much more. And one more thing: the strength you need for by, where | could

tomorrow’s challenge won't be given to you during today’s chores. His Word says, live through a day

‘And as thy days, so shall thy strength be’ (Deuteronomy 33:25). without being
overwhelmed

by stress, help
me learn how
‘BECOME WISE BY WALKING WITH THE WISE’ to handle the
situations that
drive me crazy, in
Surround yourself with people who compliment you, not duplicate you! If you're led order to find a state

today, to help me
keep my life in
perspective, that
I’'m not living out
the demands of
others, help me
find the
enjoyment | have
had in times gone

by people whose insight is no deeper than your own, how far will you get? Jesus of grace in this
said, ‘When a blind man leads a blind man, they both end up in a ditch’ chaotic world.
(Matthew 15:14 TM). Thank You God, for
Limiting yourself to those who laugh only at the same jokes, who vote only for the Your love toward

same party and share only the same ideas, robs you of personal growth and leaves
you living in a secure but shrivelled world. If you're going to progress to the next
level, hang around those who are already there or at least know how to get there.
Your development and in some cases your healing can take place only when you
cross paths with people who challenge and stretch you.

‘But what if they make fun of me?” you ask. Only the arrogant do that! The wise
respond to seekers for they themselves are seekers. Risk asking. Refuse to allow
anybody to keep you stuck in a world of ignorance.

‘But what if | don’t measure up?’ you ask. If you don’t stand near a measure,
you won't know how much you need to grow or how much you've already grown.
Having less information doesn’t make you a lesser person. Life’s a school and
every new acquaintance is a teacher. Whatever others know, they haven’t always
known. The greatest indictment against not knowing is not learning. So today, seize
every opportunity to learn!

me. Amen.
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Precious Word
of Truth.
Hillsong TV.
Abundant Life.
Days of Wonder.
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And so much more...




the worst about yqg
Why? Because He sees you
ou will be when He gets through

Because He holds the future

Who else are you going to trust? In His hands'ye
safe and secure - today, tomorrow, and for eternity. HIS Word says,
‘For | know the plans | have for you...plans for good and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you
pray | will listen’ (Jeremiah 29:11-13 TLB).

If you'd like to begin a personal relationship with Jesus today, please pray
this prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ,

I am sorry for the things | have done wrong in my life. | ask your forgiveness and now turn
from everything which | know is wrong. Thank you for dying on the cross for me to set me
free from my sins. Please come into my life and fill me with your Holy Spirit and be with
me forever. Thank you Lord Jesus, Amen.

If you have made this commitment and would like to make contact with a local Christian
(UK and Republic of Ireland only), or if you do not feel ready to make this decision and
would like further help from a local Christian, please write giving your full name, address
and age group to:

3 Reasons, FREEPOST WC2947, South Croydon, CR2 8UZ

No one will contact you unless you specifically request it.

Please visit ucb.co.uk/3reasons to download this advert for a friend.
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