








It Won't Be Taken Away!

‘THAT YOUR FRUIT SHOULD REMAIN’ SERIES
JOHN 15:16.

The morning after Jacob had been visited by God, he said, ‘...Surely P}o&o?{i&r
this place and | knew it not’ (Genesis 28:16). Imagine, blessed, but uhaware of,j

Is that where you are today? Asking, ‘How can | be so blessed, yet fe @Iﬁﬁ?

How can things be so right, yet feel so wrong?’ The answer could be 1he defence

you've built to protect yourself from being hurt again; it is stopping you 8ffl | pray that
enjoying the blessings God has given you. Think about that for a monyéhtteach me to be
Success doesn't feel like success when you still have the taste of paifiiiflygine people |
mouth. Others may even be jealous of your blessings, yet you don’t ufig@éistandeviiignds
because you’re not aware of them. It cost you so much to get to wher@yadieanétizaound
spiritually speaking you're still in shock. And shock is what causes us toeshibadownuldn’t
and say, ‘| don’t want to feel anything anymore. operate with a
‘You ask, ‘What'’s the answer?’ Listen: ‘| have chosen you... [to] bring foetrfrofitsémak but
that your fruit should remain’ (John 15:16). Note the word ‘remain.’ Gadtlisessaging td love.
you today, ‘I'm going to bless you, but it’s not going to be like any otheTtiate indbel take
past. You don't have to live with your “caution lights” on anymore or beefeajdsiauation |
trust. What I'm giving you will remain! You're not going to lose it! You caprfeshiitdtls not
You can hold on to it! So lower your guard, open your heart and get reaglyrtpaegei¢eof

from Mer suspicion but of
acceptance. Help
Walklng In Love me walk in love in
Jesus’ name.
‘WALK IN LOVE, AS CHRIST ALSO HATH LOVED US!’ Amen.

EPHESIANS 5:2.

Walking in love isn’'t automatic when you become a Christian. No, yoursactions are
still governed by your will. Without the discipline that comes from God’s Word and
God'’s Spirit, you'll never grow up to be like your Heavenly Father. God is love and
the more like Him you are, the more loving you'll become towards others; it’s that
simple.
If you think some people are just naturally more loving than others, think-again!
Love is a choice; one that costs! You can't love others while you're looking in the
mirror or give to others while you're still clinging to what you've got. Love will cost
your time, your money and your preoccupation with self. If you're waiting for the love
of God to envelop you suddenly and turn you into some sort of oating divine being
who goes through life doing wonderful loving things for others, forget|it! There are
no pre-packaged Christians, no ‘add and stir’ formula that makes God’s love gush
forth.
To be loving, you've got to nail your world to the cross and make others your priority.
When Jesus found the woman caught in adultery, He sent her home redeemed and
restored. If you're going to be like Him, you've got to nd people who are hurting,
abused, even wrong and minister to them until they’re healed, restored and right.
That's called ‘walking in love.’

27



The road Alex Puerta has travelled since surviving one of the worst terrorist attacks in Colombia’s history
has not been easy. Alex, aged 36, has seen lots of tragedy. He was 17 when his father was murdered. At
19, Alex nearly died of malaria. A Christian evangelist prayed for him and he experienced a miraculous
recovery. That convinced him to accept Christ.

Alex was in his mid-20s when he met Rocio Otero at church. The couple courted discreetly for over a year before
Rocio and her family moved to Bucaramanga and Alex took a job at the Rancho Amelia banana plantation in
Uraba.
In 1995, a guerrilla army mistakenly believed the plantation harboured rival paramilitaries. They ambushed a bus
carrying Rancho Amelia employees, tied them up, threw them into a gully and fired on them with machine guns.
A bullet struck Alex Puerta at the base of his left eye, fractured his skull from the inside and exited, destroying his
right eye and cheekbone.
‘The guerrillas came down the rows to find those who were still moving, finishing them off with a machete blow to
the neck,” he recalls. ‘I told them that Christ loved them. “This one’s alive!” they said and hit me twice very hard.
They broke two teeth and cut off an ear lobe but the machete did not penetrate my neck. Then they left.
‘In that moment | heard a voice say, “Fight for your life.” I felt such a strength and vitality that | succeeded in
breaking my bonds. It hurt but God gave me strength.’
Alex was the only survivor out of 26 people. He underwent five operations on his shattered face.
Doctors told him that he would never see again.



‘| wanted so badly to visit him after the accident but he would not allow it,” Rocio said. Alex told her over the
phone: ‘l can offer you nothing now. Please forget me and move on with your life.’
Rocio periodically phoned him. Each time Alex insisted their relationship was over. Finally, one Christmas, Rocio
said she would not call him again.
Alex was then preparing for ministry in the Biblical Seminary of Colombia in Medellin. He used aid from Open
Doors to purchase a computer monitor that magnified the text, allowing him to read unaided. For his graduate
thesis in mid-2002 he was sent to Bucaramanga to do research!
He needed help to find his way around and so he contacted Rocio, who is 11 years his junior.
Alex heard a voice in his heart say, ‘This is your wife’ and endured three sleepless nights before he proposed.
When he asked if she would marry him, she laughed and said, ‘Yes.” She had waited eight years to give him that
answer!
The couple married in June 2004 and now live in Medellin, where Rocio pursues studies in history at the University
of Antioquia and in theology at the Biblical Seminary.
Alex serves as a voluntary chaplain of Prison Fellowship, preaching in chapel services at the Bellavista National
Penitentiary and counselling inmates there. At least one inmate was involved in the Rancho Amelia massacre.
Alex let it be known that he has forgiven each of the assailants. ‘If one decides to follow Jesus, the foundation is
forgiveness,” he says.
Recently, Alex accepted an invitation from Open Doors to become a regular trainer for their ‘Standing Strong
Through the Storm’ (SSTS) seminars in Colombia.
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Lord, help me
understand the
difference between
correction and
anger. Help me
understand the
difference
between what is
healthy for children
around me to learn
as a life lesson
and what | do that
goes beyond the
line of correction
and causes hurt
and pain. Letmy
words of
correction be
delivered in grace
and love in Jesus’
Name.

Forgive And Let It Gol

FORGIVE AS THE LORD FORGAVE YOU’
COLOSSIANS 3:13.

Are you refusing to forgive your child for something that isn’t half as bad as

some of the stuff you've done? Forgive them or you'll never be free to enjoy the
relationship God wants you to have with them.

Are you struggling with a parent who abandoned or abused you? Forgive them and
release them; otherwise you'll spend all your emotional energy keeping them in

the prison of your resentment. Think what that will do to you! Whatever you don’t
forgive, you're destined to repeat! When you harbour bitterness, it causes you to
keep striking out at others and, in the process, robs you of the joy of loving and
being loved. What a loss! You're tied to the past through the umbilical cord of
unforgiveness. When you forgive, you cut that cord. When you refuse to, you remain
tied to a memory that can hurt you for the rest of your life. That's how issues pass
from generation to generation.

Rise up today and say, ‘It ends now and it ends with me!” Learn how to receive
forgiveness from God and also from those you have hurt. Then, offer that same
forgiveness to those who have hurt you. When you can do that, your heart will be
tender, your spirit light, your mind free, your vision clear and your speech filled with
kindness. What a way to live!

Gracious Words

‘LET YOUR SPEECH BE ALWAYS WITH GRACE.
COLOSSIANS 4:6.

Legend has it that the sun and the wind got into an argument one day over which
was the stronger. When a traveller came down the road, they decided to settle it by
seeing who could force him to take off his coat. The sun hid behind a cloud and the
wind blasted him, but that just made him wrap his coat around him more tightly.
Then the sun came out with its gentle caressing warmth and shone on him; and he
was forced to take his coat off.

Think about that! Angry words only make others withdraw, shrivel or shut down,
specially if they're already insecure. Angry words just confirm their worst fears and
opinions about themselves! But gracious words help them to open up, discover
what'’s good about themselves and motivate them to reach higher.

Every word you speak today will either lift or lower somebody! Remember that! Paul

! writes, ‘Watch the way you talk...say only what helps, each word a gift’

{Ephesians 4:29 TM).

Solomon says, ‘...there is healing in the words of the wise’ (Proverbs 12:18 TM).
People tend to reproduce the seeds we plant in them. If you keep telling them
they're incapable or worthless, they'll probably fail. But if you keep praising
them and pointing to what’s good in them, they'll make every effort to justify your
confidence. Listen again: ‘Let your speech be always with grace ...’

{Colossians 4:6). Today, try to make your words gracious.



Heart Prints

‘LOVE SUFFERS LONG AND IS KIND...IS NOT PROVOKED...
ENDURES ALL THINGS” CORINTHIANS 13:4.

When William McKinley campaigned to be US President, he was hounded by an
impoverished young reporter who continually attacked him. One bitterly cold night,
the reporter, who didn’t have a winter coat, sat shivering outside the coach that the
future President was travelling in. When McKinley saw him he stopped and said,
‘Here, put on my overcoat and ride inside with me.” ‘But you don’t know who | am,’
the reporter stammered, ‘I've been ripping you to pieces.’

‘| know who you are, it makes no difference,” McKinley replied. ‘Put on my coat and
come inside where it's warm.” That’s love in action!

When Jesus was teaching His disciples about going the extra mile He said, ‘If any
man...take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also’ (Matthew 5:40). Margaret
Mead said, ‘Never believe that a few caring people can't change the world, indeed
that’s all who ever have.’ That night William McKinley touched a young man’s life
because ‘Love suffers long and is kind...". We leave fingerprints on whatever we
touch; walls, furniture, doorknobs, dishes and books. There's no escape; when we
touch anything, we leave our identity on it. So today, pray, ‘Lord, wherever | go, let
me leave heart prints! Heart prints of understanding, love, kindness and genuine
concern. May my heart touch a lonely neighbour, a runaway son or daughter, an
anxious mother or ageing grandfather. And if somebody should say, “I felt your
touch,” may it be because they sensed Your love through me.’

Unforgiveness

‘CONFESS YOUR FAULTS ONE TO ANOTHER, AND PRAY ONE FOR
ANOTHER, THAT YE MAY BE HEALED’ JAMES 5:16.

Jesus said, ‘...if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that
your brother has something against you, leave your gift...Go and be reconciled...
then come and offer your gift’ (Matthew 5:23-24 NIV). It's pointless to pray for other
things until you've first made things right with those you need to forgive or ask
forgiveness from. But what if it’s impossible to be reconciled because the person
has died? You can’t get a hearing, yet you're still troubled about it.

Here’s a suggestion: share your feelings with somebody you trust; a spouse, a
counsellor or a pastor. Be specific and completely honest. Pray with them, openly
confessing your wrongs and the guilt you feel. You'll be surprised at how prayer and
the presence of an understanding, affirming friend, can provide the relief you so
desperately seek.

After David had indirectly murdered Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, his guilt was
enormous. Adultery and hypocrisy just about wiped him out. When he could take

it no more, he broke his silence and sought God’s forgiveness. But Uriah wasn’t
around to hear his confession; he’d been dead almost a year. So the broken king
called on the prophet Nathan and poured out his soul saying, ‘I have sinned ...’
Nathan listened patiently, then said, ‘The Lord has taken away your sin ...’

(2 Samuel; 12:13 NIV). When you've hurt somebody, have the heart of a servant.
Stop; make things right and then move forward with confidence.
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Lord, help me
develop a heart
of love, not hate,

toward the people
that I feel are
against me. Let
me reach out to
those who | find it
difficult to connect
with because You
are enabling me.
If I get hurt, | pray
| keep a short
account of that
pain and by the
evening bring it to
the cross; never
moving from that
focus of love
toward people in
Jesus’ Name.
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the worst about yg
Why? Because He sees you
you will be when He gets through

Because He holds the future
Who else are you going to trust? In His hands'ye
safe and secure — today, tomorrow, and for eternity. Hls Word says,
‘For | know the plans I have for you...plans for good and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you
pray | will listen’ (Jeremiah 29:11-13 TLB).

If you'd like to begin a personal relationship with Jesus today, please pray
this prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ,

| am sorry for the things | have done wrong in my life. | ask your forgiveness and now turn
from everything which I know is wrong. Thank you for dying on the cross for me to set me
free from my sins. Please come into my life and fill me with your Holy Spirit and be with
me forever. Thank you Lord Jesus, Amen.

If you have made this commitment and would like to make contact with a local Christian
(UK and Republic of Ireland only), or if you do not feel ready to make this decision and
would like further help from a local Christian, please write giving your full name, address
and age group to:

3 Reasons, FREEPOST WC2947, South Croydon, CR2 8UZ

No one will contact you unless you specifically request it.

Please visit ucb.co.uk/3reasons to download this advert for a friend.
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