


As western Christians, how easy it can be to live lives which conform to the pattern of the world around 
us and all the striving for material wealth which that involves. 

In a culture where keeping up with the Joneses, the new car, and holidays abroad just feel like par for 
the course, how much are we Christians guilty of being sucked in to service of money?

In a world where we cannot move without seeing adverts encouraging us to buy and teasing us with the 
idea that we can buy our happiness, Christians have a real opportunity to be distinctive through our 
service to God. This doesn’t mean we have to walk around in rags and eat out of tins of baked beans; 
after all, every good gift is from God, but it does mean that we have to seriously question who and what 
we are living for and whether we are really using our money in ways which further God’s kingdom or in 
ways which just further our own pleasure and comfort. 

Our use of our material resources should re� ect our priorities as God’s servants. Wouldn’t it be great if 
Christians could witness using their bank statements as well as their words!  

Christopher Tapp
Credit Action
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Still Praying The Prayer Of Jabez?  
‘JABEZ WAS MORE HONOURABLE THAN HIS BROTHERS ... [HE] CRIED 

OUT TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL’  1 CHRONICLES 4:9.

Jabez prayed a short prayer and his life changed forever. He prayed for: 
1) Greater success: ‘Oh, that You would bless me indeed ...’ 
2) Greater infl uence: ‘And enlarge my territory ...’ 
3) Greater power: ‘That Your hand would be with me ...’ 
4) Greater protection: ‘That You would keep me from evil, [and] God granted him 
what he requested.’ (1 Chronicles 4:10 NKJ).
 How come this prayer works? Because when you pray it, you’re asking God 
for exactly what He wants you to have. How come it works for some and not 
others? Because all God’s promises come with conditions. Listen: ‘Jabez was ... 
honourable.’ If you want what he had, you’ve got to do what he did. Now you don’t 
have to do anything to earn God’s love, but you do have to do certain things to 
experience His blessing. ‘We ... receive whatever we request because we obey 
Him ... ‘ (1 John 3:22 NLT). Are your motives right? James writes, ‘... you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives ...’ (James 4:3 NIV). 
Is your heart right? David said, ‘If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me’ (Psalm 66:18). Sin will clog the pipeline of all future blessings. Once you 
have the ‘all-clear’ with God, you can start praying the Prayer of Jabez and expect 
breakthroughs and blessings, because God knows what you need, when you need it, 
and how to get it to you! 

An Eternal Perspective  
‘WE ARE CITIZENS OF HEAVEN’

 PHILIPPIANS 3:20.

Billy Graham writes, ‘I have a friend who during the Depression lost his job, his 
fortune, his wife, and his home. But he tenaciously held to his faith – the only thing 
he had left. One day he stopped to watch some men doing stonework on a huge 
church. One of them was chiselling a triangular piece of stone. “What’s that for?” 
asked my friend. The workman said, “See that little opening way up there near the 
spire? Well, I’m shaping this down here so that it’ll fi t in up there.”’
Tears fi lled the eyes of my friend as he walked away, for God had used this 
workman to help him understand the ordeal through which he was going. “I’m 
shaping you down here, so that you’ll fi t in up there!”’ 
The Bible says, ‘…we are citizens of heaven …’ You’re on a temporary visa – never 
forget that! Weigh your actions and your decisions in the light of your ultimate 
destiny, not your immediate comfort. Get rid of the idea that ‘thoughts of heaven 
are only the pleasantries of the ageing’. This life is the short story; heaven is the 
unending one. Tummy tucks, face-lifts, liposuction, fame, fortune, and personal 
pyramids notwithstanding, your earthly suit isn’t going to last forever. 
Before you shed it, be sure you’ve fulfi lled your assignment, and that you’re ready 
to hear the words: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!’ (Matthew 25:21 NIV). One 
second after you’ve arrived in God’s presence, what are you going to wish you’d 
done now? That, and that alone, should be the guiding principle of your life.

Lord I pray 
that I would be 

honourable before 
I pray that You bless 

me.  Let my life be 
completely sown 

into Your Kingdom.  
Let my motives be 

right and let my 
heart be pure, so 

that when You bless 
me Lord, I know 

it will be because 
it’s the desire of 

Your heart, in Jesus’ 
Name.

Lord help me to 
understand eternity 
and that my actions 

have an eternal 
consequence.  Show 
me Your ways Lord, 

that I might walk 
a path of eternal 

infl uence for Your 
Kingdom, that the 
projects I work on 

and the things I 
infl uence will last 

for the blessing of a 
future generation. 

Let me leave a 
legacy of Your Glory, 

in Jesus’ Name.

26

Lord I pray 

SERIES
vercomingOTHE

page26-27.indd   2 27/7/09   09:59:38



Knowing What You’ve Got 
‘I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHICH 

STRENGTHENETH ME’  PHILIPPIANS 4:13..

When Paul said, ‘I can do all things,’ that was self confi dence. When he added, 
‘through Christ which strengtheneth me’, that was God confi dence. Having those two 
elements gives you the secret edge every time. 
Take a moment and personalise Psalm 1:3: ‘I shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, bringing forth fruit in my season; my leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever I do it shall prosper.’ Go ahead; write it down, say it, believe it, repeat it, 
then go out and live it! 
Today, if you want to release the power of God that’s already within you, begin 
taking these seven steps: 1) Understand clearly that material things must never be 
your fi rst pursuit. ‘Seek fi rst His kingdom … all these things will be given to you as 
well’ (Matthew 6:33 NIV) 2) Realise that God cannot move where there is no faith 
(Hebrews 11:6), so begin developing yours, even in small things 3) Keep in mind 
that God will always use something that you already have 4) Look within yourself; 
acknowledge what He’s given you and make it available to Him 5) Remember, God 
doesn’t rain down money from heaven. He gives us thoughts and creativity – what 
we do with them is our gift back to Him (Deutronomy 8:18) 6) It’s not enough to 
acknowledge our gifts; we must use them in order to reach our highest potential. 
7) Give God all the glory! When the praise comes, pass it on to Him. Now that you 
know the steps – start walking!

Aff luenza
‘WANTING MORE IS USELESS – LIKE CHASING THE WIND’

 ECCLESIASTES 6:9. 

Do you have affl uenza? The symptoms include a relentless struggle for power, 
success, privilege, and money. Once you catch it, you neglect your family, spend 
endless hours at work trying to climb the corporate ladder to impress the boss, and 
earn your personal key to the executive cloakroom! 
You buy into the myth that you’ll be happy only when you: a) associate with the right 
people b) drive a prestigious car c) live in one of the more affl uent suburbs. But like 
a hamster running on a wheel, you never actually get anywhere, because ‘Wanting 
more is useless – like chasing the wind.’ 
So, what’s the cure? Listen: ‘If we have enough … let us be content. But people 
who long to be rich … are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge 
them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is at the root of all kinds of evil. 
And some … craving money, have wandered from the faith … Pursue a godly life, 
along with faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness …Tell those who are rich …
not to trust in their money, which will soon be gone. But their trust should be in the 
living God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment … By doing this they 
will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future…’ 
(1 Timothy 6:8-19 NLT). Contentment is destroyed by comparison – always! That’s 
why God says, ‘Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what 
you have …’ (Hebrews 13:5 NIV).
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I pray today Lord, that 
I will know the 

security of Your 
sacrifi ce, the 

knowledge of Your 
desire to help me 

refl ect Your glory in 
my life, how You’ve 
brought me this far 
and Your promise 

for my future.  Thank 
You Lord that the gift 
of Jesus in my life is 

bigger than 
possessions, 

ambition or reward.  
Jesus You are 

everything.  Amen.

Father I pray that 
You tame my greed. 
Evenwhen I feel that 
my desire for success 
is justifi ed, help me to 
measure that desire 

with the humility, 
servanthood and 
sacrifi ce of Your
Son. Let me be 

content with my 
place in life; safe in 
the knowledge that 
where You lead me 
and how You bless 

me is because there 
is testimony to bring 

when I’m there.

Father I pray that 
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As credit card companies enjoy the fruits of spend, spend foolishness as people strive 
to achieve happiness, we should refl ect on the words of Jesus to the Samaritan woman 
at the well in John 4:10: ‘If you knew the gift of God …’

What was this great gift offered to her? What quenched her thirsty soul and brought her liberty? It was 
Christ. He is the eternal gift of God to all who call on His name. 

Wealth, church attendance, and good deeds are not the ladder to heaven; Christ alone is the way, and 
this was achieved at Calvary’s cross. 

In this life, we may have fi nancial security, but if our strength is in material possessions, or our own 
abilities, they will fail on Judgement Day. Only a life built on the solid rock of Christ will stand the test. 

It’s not more belief we need, for even the devils believe; it’s Christ we need in order to be raised up 
(Mark 11). 

Credit card 
foolishness
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The secret of Christian victory is laying our burdens at His feet and leaving them there. Like blind 
Bartimaeus, we need to remove our beggarly religion, and ask God to give us His gift of faith.  

Christ’s faith, the God kind of faith, the faith that changes the landscape of our hardened hearts when 
imparted to us, will remove every obstacle, destroy every sickness and disease, lift every burden and 
cause us to give thanks. It’s Christ in us that’s the hope of glory.  Faith in Him will bring us out of 
bondage of sin and materialism and make us free.

Think on this great truth if you are struggling to believe. Be still, and simply ask for His faith; draw from 
His endless supply, draw from Christ and you will indeed obtain yet another opportunity to praise God for 
his provision.

David Robinson
Irish Christian Broadcasters
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You’re Richer Than You Know 
‘FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS’

PSALM 103:2.

‘They huddled inside the storm door – two children in ragged oversized coats. “Any 
old papers, lady?” I was busy, the lady recounts. I wanted to say no – until I looked 
down at their feet. Little sandals sopped with sleet. “Come in and I’ll make you 
some hot cocoa.” There was no conversation. Their soggy sandals left marks on the 
hearthstone. 
‘I served them cocoa with toast and jam to fortify against the chill outside. Then I 
went back to the kitchen and started again on my household budget. The silence 
in the front room struck through me. I looked in. The little girl held the empty cup 
in her hands looking at it. The boy asked, “Lady … are you rich?” I looked at my 
shabby slipcovers. “Am I rich, mercy, no!” The little girl put the cup in its saucer 
– carefully. “Your cups match your saucers.” Her voice was old, with a hunger that 
was not of the stomach. ‘Then they left, holding their bundles of paper against 
the wind. They hadn’t said thank you. They didn’t need to – they had done more 
than that. Plain blue pottery cups and saucers, but they matched. Potatoes and 
brown gravy, a roof over our heads, my man with a good steady job – these things 
matched, too. I moved the chairs back from the fi re and tidied the living room. The 
muddy prints of small sandals were still wet upon my hearth – I let them be. I want 
them there in case I ever forget again, how rich I really am.’

It’s Not About Law - It’s About 
Relationship  

‘NO LONGER UNDER THE … LAW’  GALATIANS 3:25.

Not enough hours in your day? Join the club! Time has become our most precious 
commodity and it’s going to the highest bidder! In 1965, experts predicted that 
in 20 years we’d be working a 22-hour week and retire by the age of 40 because 
computers would do most of the work. So here we are in the 21st century; 
computers are computing, faxes are faxing, beepers are beeping, but leisure time 
has shrunk by 37 per cent and the average workweek has increased to 47 hours - 
for some of us that would be a short week!
What did the experts overlook? Appetites! The more we have, the more we want, and 
the more we want, the harder we work. So the vicious cycle continues, and the fi rst 
casualty is our time with God! 
To build a relationship with God, we must ‘make a little chamber …’ 
(2 Kings 4:10) where we meet with Him daily. It’s easy to fail at this, especially 
if we tell ourselves, ‘I’ll get up at 6 am and pray for an hour,’ but by the third day 
we’re exhausted. We’re ‘no longer under the law’! It’s not about the law; it’s about 
a relationship! Daily devotions must be rewarding, otherwise you won’t stick with 
them. So set a time that works for you. 
Start each day with prayer. Punctuate it with praise: ‘Seven times a day do I praise 
Thee …’ (Psalm 119:164). If you can have coffee breaks, surely you can have time 
for ‘praise breaks’! You just have to want to, right?

Thank You Lord for 
everything I have, 
for my home, my 
car, my job and 

possessions.  Father 
I pray today for a 

glimpse of another 
person’s life less 

fortunate than mine, 
that You might touch 
my heart to develop 

compassion, that 
with my portion, I 
might bless.  Help 

me give from within 
my means, and not 
overlook need in 

others, in 
Jesus’ Name.

Father help me 
bring my time with 
You back into the 
chaos of my life.  I 

pray that You would 
invade the storm of 
my busyness with 

the words ‘Peace be 
still’.  That I would 

be able to say in the 
coming days, it has 

been so good to 
spend a special time 

with my Saviour, 
my King.

Not enough hours in your day? Join the club! Time has become our most precious 
commodity and it’s going to the highest bidder! In 1965, experts predicted that 
in 20 years we’d be working a 22-hour week and retire by the age of 40 because 
computers would do most of the work. So here we are in the 21st century; 
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The Prison Of  Want  
‘I SHALL NOT WANT’

PSALM 23:1.

Do you feel better when you’ve more and worse when you’ve less? Are you always wanting 
something bigger? Nicer? Faster? Newer? Is joy always one delivery away, one promotion 
away, one makeover away? Does happiness come from something you deposit, drive, 
drink, or dwell in? If so, you’re living in the prison of want. But there’s good news; you’ve 
a visitor - One who can get you released! 
When David said: ‘The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want,’ he found lasting pleasure 
where discontent goes to die. He understood that what we have in God is greater than 
whatever we don’t have in life. He’d fi gured out two things: 
1) Your stuff isn’t yours! When John D. Rockefeller died, someone asked, ‘How much did 
he leave?’ His accountant replied, ‘Everything!’ 
2) Your stuff isn’t you! Jesus said, ‘Life is not defi ned by what you have …’ 
(Luke 12:15 TM). When God looks at you He sees your devotion and your faith, not your 
image or possessions. 
Doug McKnight was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis at 32. Over the next 16 years, 
it would cost him his career, his mobility and eventually his life. But he never lost 
his sense of gratitude. When his church friends asked him to compile a list of prayer 
requests, he responded by sending them 18 blessings for which to be grateful, and 
six concerns for which to be prayerful. His blessings were three times greater than his 
needs. Doug discovered that what he had in God was greater than whatever he didn’t 
have in life. Have you?

The Importance Of  Being 
Anointed

‘YOU ANOINT MY HEAD WITH OIL’ PSALM 23:5. 

In Bible times, shepherds anointed their sheep with oil for two purposes: 
1) To repel insects. If insects are allowed to deposit their eggs in the soft membrane of 
the sheep’s nose, the eggs become wormlike larvae, driving the sheep insane. The ewes 
stop milking and the lambs stop growing. So the shepherd anoints the sheep’s head 
with an oil-like repellent that keeps the enemy at bay and the fl ock at peace. 
2) To heal wounds. Most wounds result from living with the fl ock. Thorns prick, rocks cut, 
or a sheep rubs its head too hard against a tree. The shepherd regularly inspects them 
because he doesn’t want today’s wound to become tomorrow’s infection. So he pours on 
the healing oil. Are you getting the picture? 
Whether circumstances are driving you crazy, or you’ve just been wounded as a result of 
living with the fl ock, there are two things you need to do: First, go to the Shepherd. Before 
you go to anybody else, go to God. Why? Because ‘He heals the brokenhearted and binds 
up their wounds’ (Psalm 147: 3 NIV). Second, bow before Him. To be anointed, the sheep 
must lower their heads and let the shepherd apply the oil. Humble yourself. Call on the 
Lord. ‘God will always give what is right to His people who cry to Him …He will not be 
slow to answer them’ (Luke 18:7 NCV). Sheep don’t understand how the oil works; but 
they don’t have to. It’s enough to know that something happens in the presence of their 
shepherd that happens nowhere else. So get into His presence today!
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Father today I want 
to thank You for 

everything You have 
done in my life.  

Thank you Lord for 
my health, thank You 
for my family, my job, 

my church and my 
faith.  Thank You for 

dying on the cross that 
I might have eternal 

life.  Lord there is 
nothing I have which 
can compare to this;
in one moment You 

provided me with an 
eternal future with 
You – thank You.

Father today I want 

Father I come to You 
today as a person that 
doesn’t understand 

why things go 
wrong, why life hurts 
sometimes or why it’s 

just plain difficult other 
times.  I recognise Your 
ways are higher than 

my way as I come into 
Your presence and 

ask for Your anointing, 
that will break the 

yoke of hardship and 
heartache.  I pray for 

Your anointing of 
peace and wellbeing 

that I might live for 
tomorrow, in 
Jesus’ Name.

Father I come to You 
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reasons
why you need Jesus

Jesus loves you! He desires to have a relationship with you, and 
to give you a life full of joy and purpose. Why do you need Him 
in your life?

1Because you have a past
You can’t go back, but He can. The Bible says,  

‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever’  
(Hebrews 13:8). He can walk into those places of sin and  
failure, wipe the slate clean and give you a new beginning.

2 Because you need a friend
Jesus knows the worst about you, yet He believes  

the best. Why? Because He sees you not as you are, but 
as you will be when He gets through with you. What a friend!

3 Because He holds the future
Who else are you going to trust? In His hands you are  

safe and secure – today, tomorrow, and for eternity. His Word says,  
‘For I know the plans I have for you…plans for good and not for evil,  
to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you 
pray I will listen’ (Jeremiah 29:11–13 TLB).

If you’d like to begin a personal relationship with Jesus today, please pray 
this prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ,
I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life. I ask your forgiveness and now turn 
from everything which I know is wrong. Thank you for dying on the cross for me to set me 
free from my sins. Please come into my life and fill me with your Holy Spirit and be with 
me forever. Thank you Lord Jesus, Amen.

If you have made this commitment and would like to make contact with a local Christian 
(UK and Republic of Ireland only), or if you do not feel ready to make this decision and 
would like further help from a local Christian, please write giving your full name, address 
and age group to:

3 Reasons, FREEPOST WC2947, South Croydon, CR2 8UZ
No one will contact you unless you specifically request it.

Please visit ucb.co.uk/3reasons to download this advert for a friend.
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